
Crossed Wires A light hearted look at language

Which author said this of his earlier life?
“So I became a newspaperman. I hated to do it, 

but I couldn’t find honest employment.”

Q.

If you love trivia quiz questions, test your skill 
with Quiz Time on our www.youplay.com website
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   Bryce Courtenay       Mark Twain

   Bill Bryson   Lewis Carroll 

Trivia Teaser

Artistic Expression
Rubenesque means full-figured or 

voluptuous (of a woman’s figure) named 
after the Flemish artist Rubens who often 
painted such women.  Marilyn Monroe would 
have qualified, but nowadays would be 
considered overweight. 

Titian is sometimes used to describe 
a shade of red hair, named after the 
Italian artist Titian who often used this 
colour in his art. 

Baroque means a flamboyant, highly 
ornamented style of art. The name may 
have come from the Italian painter Federigo 
Barocci. The style is characterised by 
grandeur and pomposity.

Rococo also means extremely ornamental, 
and comes from rocaille ‘shellwork’ from 
the excessive use of shell designs in the 
architecture of French royalty in 1841. 

Humble Beginnings
Can you match up the early careers of 

these famous Americans?

Solution:
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Meet The Compiling Team
I am lucky to have a great team that helps me put together 

the hundreds of crosswords we produce every week here at 
Lovatts. We are all word lovers who have a healthy respect 
for our weird and wonderful English language.

IRENE - I’ve been 
with Lovatts for 
over 13 years.  
Language and 
research fascinate 
me so I’m lucky 
both are a big 
part of my job. 
I’m a golfer, 
theatre-goer, 
gardener, novice 
bridge player 
and chocolate 
Labrador owner. 
I love travel, 
renewing ties with family in Scotland and spending precious 
time with our daughter, Tanya in London.
LYNNE - I’ve loved every minute of my 10½ years with 
Lovatts! I’m married to Steven. We have two lovely daughters, 
Erin & Nicole, and two beautiful grandchildren, Levi & Ebony. 
I am also a pet lover with a dog, cat, budgies & cockatiels. If 
that’s not enough, Nicole plus two dogs have moved back in 
– luckily she left her three horses at agistment!
BETH - After teaching languages and English in high schools 
for many years, I joined Lovatts in 2003. I feel very lucky that 
what I’ve always loved doing as a leisure activity is now my 
job. My husband shakes his head when he finds me happily 
puzzling for pleasure at the weekend. I have five gorgeous 
grandchildren, including one-year old twins Kobie and Malena, 
and love living within minutes of the lake and beach.
PAMELA - I’ve been compiling crosswords for years, 
even before joining the Lovatts team. I am also a writer 
and translator, and have a background in linguistics and 
languages, especially Japanese. I’m married to Allan and we 
share a love of books, music and travel. 
JOAN - I’ve enjoyed doing crosswords since I was a kid, so 
working in compiling for the last seven years is my dream 
job. In my spare time I’m a proud member of Lions and for 
relaxation I like reading historical fiction & sci-fi.
DENISE - I enjoy crime novels, the theatre, ballet and 
walking on the beach. I also play the piano and do puzzles 
and crosswords in my leisure time. My other hobbies are 
collecting recipes and stamps and I’m involved with the 
Rural Fire Service. 
JAYNE - I love being able to pursue my interest in trivia, 
language and puzzles at work. Outside of work I play tennis 
and enjoy bushwalking with my husband, 
David, children, Jordan & Nathan and our mini 
dachshund, Brutus. I also like relaxing with a 
good book.
TANYA (pictured right) - A busy mum of 
Gavin, Haydn, Olivia, Tristan - and presently 
on maternity leave after having a new baby 
girl, Jorja Rose!

Daffy Definitions
Santa’s helpers: subordinate clauses. 
Acupuncture: a jab well done.
A chicken crossing the road: poultry in motion.

AULD LANG SYNE
BERLIN
BIG BEN

CARNIVAL
CELEBRATE

CHAMPAGNE
CHIMES
CLOCK

COPACABANA
COUNTDOWN

DANCE
EDINBURGH

EVE
FAMILY
FEAST

FIREWORKS
FRIENDS
GAMES

GLASSES
HOGMANAY

HOLIDAY
LONDON

MELBOURNE
MIDNIGHT
NEW YORK

NEW ZEALAND
OLD YEAR

RESOLUTION
SAO PAULO
SILVESTER

TIMES SQUARE
TRADITIONS

Brad Pitt

Danny DeVito

Jerry Seinfeld

Madonna

Lucy Liu

a) Worked as a 
hairdresser in 
sister’s salon

b) Worked in pyjama 
factory at the 
age of 11

c) Worked at counter 
of Dunkin’ Donuts

d) Handed out flyers 
while dressed in 
a chicken suit

e) Sold lightbulbs 
over the phone

Cross off the words as you find them in straight 
lines across, backwards, up, down and diagonally. 
The leftover letters will spell out our New Year answer. 
Write the answer into the space on the coupon on 
page 35 for your chance to be a winner.

10... 9... 8... 7... 6... 5... 4... 3... 2... 1... 

Back row (from left): Pamela, Joan, Irene, Jayne,  
(Seated) Beth, Denise and Lynne.

WIN 5 x $30 PRIZE CHEQUES

Lovatts is proud to support Australian Red Cross 
and New Zealand Red Cross.

As part of our commitment to helping vulnerable 
people, we will donate 5c to the Red Cross from 
every issue of Christine’s BIG Crossword sold, 

to help those in crisis.

CONTENTS
Reader Graham Ennis 

ecently wrote to query 
our use of humble pie and 
asks if it should be umble pie.
Anyone who admits to 

making a mistake has to eat 
humble pie and interestingly, 
the humble pie expression is 
itself the result of a mistake.
Numbles were originally 

the entrails of a deer. While 
the lord and lady dined on 
venison, further down the 
table the huntsmen were 
allowed to eat the numbles 
made into a pie. 
So to eat a numble pie 

meant to come down to 
a lower level, where the 
huntsmen sit. 
Gradually, this was 

mistakenly pronounced as 
an ‘umble pie or humble pie,  

because of the similarity in 
meaning.
The nasal shift is to blame 

for other words changing too. 
When speaking quickly, a 

napron sounds like an apron. 
It’s the same story with the 
only poisonous snake in 
Britain. An adder used to be 
called a nadder. Similarly, an 
umpire was a numpire, an 
orange was once a norange 
and an auger (the boring tool) 
was once a nauger. 
It’s a wonder we’ve got any 

words left starting with n. But it 
worked both ways - the letter 
n sometimes moved the other 
way. A newt was once an 
ewt. A nickname comes from 
an ekename. The word eke 
was Old English for also, and 
meant an also name.
I wish you all a happy and 

humble New Year!
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Solutions:
Humble Beginnings: a Hairdresser –  Danny DeVito; b Pyjama factory 
–  Lucy Liu; c Dunkin Donuts – Madonna; d Chicken suit –  Brad Pitt;
 e Lightbulbs seller - Jerry Seinfeld 
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Lucky Subscribers $50 Draw
If you are one of our lucky subscribers whose names appear 

below, contact us before the contest closing date and we’ll send 
you a cheque for $50.

AUS - Mrs Gay Callahan, Valley View, SA.  Phone: 1800 254 199

NZ - Mrs E E Couch, St Clair, Dunedin.                    Phone: 0800 254 177

Phone us before January 31, 2008 to claim your $50.


