
Crossed Wires A light hearted look at language

Phractured
Phraseology

Reader Graham F Norman asks:

* A man leaps over a cliff – would
    he be jumping to a conclusion?

* Does a person being hung get 
     a suspended sentence?

* Is a hirsute ceramics worker 
     a hairy potter?

* Do spiders have websites?
Thanks Graham – something to 

make us think.

WordPic
Can you tell the word depicted by 
these pictures? It’s something you 
use all the time. 

Wrap Up
Reader M Gray has come with 

an interesting style of portmanteau 
which we call the Overcoat. The 
outside letters are taken from a 
phrase to make a word. 

Johnny Cash becomes Josh,
Hugh Jackman is Human and 
Brad Pitt is a Britt. We came up 
with Jude Law – Jaw and 
Helen Morse – Horse.

Can you come up with some 
overcoat words from famous 
names?

Finny Business
The longest palindrome in any 
language is saippuakivikauppias. 
It’s Finnish and means ‘soapstone 
seller’. 

Which was Shot?
A duel was once fought by two 

men named respectively Shott
and Nott. Nott was shot and Shott
was not. In this case it is better to 
be Shott than Nott. There was a 
rumour that Nott was not shot, and 
Shott avows that he shot Nott,
which proves either that the shot 
Shott shot at Nott was not shot, or 
that Nott was shot notwithstanding.

Circumstantial evidence is not 
always good; It may be made to 
appear on trial that the 
shot Shott shot, shot 
Nott or as accidents 
with firearms are 
frequent, it may be 
possible that 
the shot 
Shott shot, 
shot Shott
himself. 
When the 
whole affair would 
resolve itself into its 
original elements, and 
Nott would be not. We 
think however, that 
the shot Shott shot, 
shot not Shott, but Nott. Anyway it 
was hard to tell who was shot.

Sent in by M Munro of Bentley 
WA, this was found in her father’s 
autograph book. He died in 1927, 
so it is fairly old.

What am I?
Here’s one from down on the farm.

Two Hookers
Two Lookers

Four Dilly-danders
Four Up-standers
And One Wigwag

What am I?

The Biggest 
and Best

Elephants are considered to be 
one of the noblest creatures. Back 
in the 1C BC, Roman statesman 
Cicero recognised that elephants 
had a fellowship with the human 
race.

The name elephant comes from 
the Greek elephas meaning ‘ivory’. 

Now there are only two species, 
the African and the Indian but two 
other species that are extinct are 
the mammoth and the mastodon.

There are several expressions 
involving elephants. A white
elephant means a troublesome 
possession and dates from 1851. It 
came from the practice of the King 
of Siam showing his disfavour of a 
courtier by giving him care of one of 
the sacred albino elephants, a high 
honour, but ruinously expensive.

Seeing pink
elephants is a 
euphemism for 
hallucinations
of the type 
experienced by 
people who are 
drunk.

The elephant
in the room
means the truth that is being 
ignored. 

An elephant never forgets refers 
to the elephant’s good memory 
and an elephant’s graveyard is 
a metaphor for the position in life 
where one has basically reached 
the end.

"One morning I shot an elephant 
in my pyjamas. How he got into my 
pyjamas I’ll never know."
Comedian, Groucho Marx

"They couldn’t hit an elephant at 
this distance." General 
John B. Sedgwick’s 
last words, 1864

“I have a face like 
the behind of an 
elephant.” Actor, 
Charles Laughton

Solution:

Fun and Games @

FREE ONLINE PUZZLES
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AFTERLIFE
AKHENATEN
ALPHABET
AMUN RA

CLEOPATRA
EMBALM

GREAT SPHINX
HATSHEPSUT
HIEROGLYPHS
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POTTERY
PYRAMID
RAMESES

SARCOPHAGUS
SCARAB
SCRIBE

SNEFERU
STATUES

STONE BLOCKS
TEMPLES

TOMB
TURQUOISE

TUTANKHAMEN

ancient egypt
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Take a trip through Ancient Egypt as 
you track the words going in straight 

lines across, backwards, up, down and 
diagonally. Cross off all the words and 

the leftover letters will spell out a place 
on the Egypt tourist trail. Write the 

answer into the space on the coupon on 
page 35 for your chance to be a winner.

Lovatts is proud to support Australian Red Cross and New Zealand Red Cross.
As part of our commitment to helping vulnerable people, we will donate 5c to the Red Cross 

from every issue of Christine’s BIG Crossword sold, to help those in crisis.

WIN 5 x $30 PRIZE CHEQUES

CONTENTSEveryone knows the 
vocabulary of the English 
language is a hotchpotch 
of many languages from all 
corners of the world. 

So it’s no surprise that 
Australian slang has 
contributed to the stew. 
The word furphy means a 
far-fetched rumour. The official 
story is that it comes from the 
name painted on galvanised 
iron water carts made by the 
Furphy family of Shepparton, 
Victoria. The carts were used 
during WWI in Palestine and 
Egypt. Cart drivers and soldiers 
would gather around the water 
carts to exchange the latest 
news – or gossip.

The Australian Oxford 
Dictionary even lists furphy as 
an adjective meaning absurdly 
false, unbelievable (that’s the 
furphiest bit of news I’ve ever 
heard).

Answers:WOR PIC: Windpipe. WHAT AM I? A cow.

The Australian Aboriginal 
languages have also been 
generous, giving us kangaroo, 
koala, billabong, boomerang, 
corroboree, didgeridoo, 
kookaburra, wallaby, wombat 
and yacker. 

Most of these words are quite 
well-known in other countries 
thanks to the popular Australian 
TV soap operas which 
familiarise viewers with exotic 
words and meanings. Even the 
slang expression “chuck a Uee” 
has caught on overseas, being 
easier to say than “perform a 
U-turn”.

*******************
We have a brand new 

section in this month’s 
BIG magazine. It’s 
called Editor’s Choice 
and our esteemed 
editor, Ivan Blake, 
will introduce a new 
puzzle every month, 
for your edification. 

We would love to hear what 
you think, so please write in 
and tell us. 

Happy puzzling!
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Lucky Subscribers $50 Draw
If you are one of our lucky subscribers whose names appears below, 

contact us before the contest closing date and we'll send you a cheque 
for $50.

AUS - Deidre Goodey, Marrickville, NSW. Phone 1800 254 199

NZ - Mr B Candy, Christchurch. Phone 0800 254 177

Phone us before July 26, 2007 to claim your $50.

Giggle or Gaggle?
“A gaggle of geese (called a skein when in flight)
Or a covey of quail is a memorable sight;
But oh, the bravado and tossing of curls
When a swagger of boys meets a giggle of girls”
Thanks for sending this in, Leona Geeves


